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Strengthening Regional Monitoring Programs 
Through the Development of a Collaboration 
Network: The Monitoring California Water Quality 
Monitoring Collaboration Network 

California Water Quality Monitoring 
Professional Network 

Water is the most precious natural resource in California; and its value depends on 
its quality. Cleaner water can be put to greater uses, and requires less treatment 
prior to use. Every year, hundreds of decisions are made that influence water 
quality, ranging from local development to statewide policy. These decisions 
involve hundreds of millions of dollars for water delivery, water treatment, 
pollution reduction programs, and habitat protection. Good decisions must be 
based on good information. These decisions however, must be made during times 
when we must ask ourselves if we want good information “how can we continue 
training, teaching, and learning when we simply don’t have the funds?” To fulfill 
our stewardship missions, we need to find innovative ways to become more 
efficient and productive at a lower cost 
 
To maximize budgets, encourage more orchestrated monitoring efforts, enhance 
partnerships and increase the pool of water quality information available to 
decision makers and stakeholders alike, the California Water Quality Monitoring 
Collaboration Network was created. This network was formed due to the need for 
a forum for sharing ideas, successes and common concerns. In response to that 
need, the California Water Quality Monitoring Council partnered with the Water 
Board's Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program, the Nonpoint Source 
Program and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to initiate this network. 
The Water Quality Monitoring Collaboration Network began as a voluntary 
monthly conference call that members of the monitoring community participated 
in and discussed topics meeting their interests. The conference call format and 
content varied in response to input from participants and subsequently changed 
to a Webinar format. Sessions are planned to share technical and support tools for 
monitoring, assessment and reporting; to encourage discussion on common 
concerns like information management; and to provide a forum for networking 
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