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Introduction 

• SWAMP Quality Assurance Program Plan 

• Guideline revision process 

• Table details 

• Web demo 



SWAMP Quality Assurance Program Plan 

• Template required by EPA Region 9 

 

• Used to create a QA guidance document for 

reference by program participants 

 

• 24 chapters with strict content requirements 

 

• Quality Control Information 

– Quality Objectives and Criteria (Chapter A7)  

– Quality Control (Chapter B5) 

 

• Sample Handling Information 

– Sampling Methods (Chapter B2)  

– Sample Handling and Custody (Chapter B3)  

 

 

 



Table Revision Process 

• Creation 

– Previous SWAMP QC and sample handling guidelines 

(2008) 

– Research: Code of Federal Regulations, Methods, and 

Journals 

– Focus Groups 

 

• Review 

– SWAMP Quality Assurance and Data Management Teams 

– Numerous Laboratory and Field Entities 

– SWAMP Roundtable 

– Focus Groups 

 

• Upload (April and August 2013) 



Table Set Components 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 

and...Corrective Action Table (n/a) 



Table Set Components 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 

Corrective Action Table (n/a) 



Category Names 

Category Water Sediment Tissue 

Ancillary Parameters    x  x 

Conventional Parameters  x  x   

Field Measurements  x     

Indicator Bacteria  x     

Inorganic Analytes  x  x  x 

Nutrients  x     

Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds  x  x   

Solid Parameters  x     

Synthetic Organic Compounds  x  x x  

Toxicity Testing  x  x 

Volatile Organic Compounds  x  x   



Analyte/Parameter Lists: Location 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 



Analyte/Parameter Lists: Example 



Terminology Help: Location 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 



Terminology Help: Examples 

Appendix E: Glossary 

(60 Terms) 

Appendix F: List of 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

 (82 Terms) 



Quality Control Table: Location 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 



Quality Control Table: Content 

• Laboratory/Field Quality Control Sample Type 

– Examples: Laboratory Blank, Field Duplicate 

 

• Frequency of Analysis 

– Examples: Per 20 Samples, Per 10 Analytical Runs 

  

• Measurement Quality Objectives 

– Examples: 80-120% Recovery, RPD<25% 



Quality Control Table: Example 



Sample Handling Table: Location 

Category/Matrix 

Analyte/Parameter List 

Terminology Help 

Quality Control Table 

Sample Handling Table 



Sample Handling Table: Content 

• Recommended Containers 

– Examples: Polyethylene, Glass 

 

• Recommended Preservations 

– Examples: Cool to ≤6 ◦C, H2SO4 to pH <2 

 

• Required Holding Times 

– Examples: 28 Days, 48 Hours 

 



Sample Handling Table: Example 

Holding Times are REQUIRED 



Website Demo 



State Board SWAMP Website 



Web Page: Tools 

 



Web Page: Quality Control and Sample Handling Guidelines  



Success! 
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