Fact Sheet
A C O LL AB O R AT IO N B E T WE E N T H E C ALIF O R N IA E N V IR O N ME N T AL PR O T E C T I O N AN D N AT U R AL R E S O U R C E S AGE N C I E S |

ww w. Ca W a t er Q ua l it y .net

Are Harmful Algal Blooms Affecting Our Waters?
Monitoring Council and its California Cyanobacteria and Harmful Algal Bloom Network
deliver seventh “My Water Quality” web portal
Overview
At the height of the 2016 bloom season, the California Water Quality Monitoring Council (Monitoring Council)
unveiled its seventh My Water Quality web portal to connect decision makers and the public with water quality
and ecosystem health information. The theme of this new portal is “Are harmful algal blooms affecting our
waters?” View the new portal from California’s My Water Quality website, www.MyWaterQuality.ca.gov.
The new California Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Portal includes interactive maps and monitoring data that
focus on the location, extent, and status of harmful algal blooms in California lakes, reservoirs, rivers, and
marine waters. Existing blooms in both freshwaters and marine waters are presented through interactive maps
and lists. A Toolbox to identify toxic and non-toxic algae, to monitor and assess, and to report a bloom are
featured. Resources for public health officials, drinking water purveyors, lake and reservoir managers, water
quality professionals and the public are made available in a timely and user-friendly manner.
What are cyanobacteria and harmful algae and why should I be concerned?
At the base of the food chain in fresh, brackish, and marine ecosystems are photosynthetic cyanobacteria and
algae. When conditions are optimal, including light and temperature, elevated nutrient levels, and lack of water
turbulence, cyanobacteria and some algae can quickly multiply into a harmful algal bloom (HAB). These
conditions have been heightened by drought and climate change. Some cyanobacteria and harmful algae can
produce toxic chemicals, including cyanotoxins, domoic acid and other algal toxins. Toxic algal blooms are
threatening drinking water supplies and causing wildlife and domestic animal deaths. In humans they can
cause a wide range of symptoms, from rashes and allergic reactions to liver damage and even death. HABs
present serious challenges to recreational water uses, drinking water providers, and water body managers.
Why Was This New Tool Developed?
In 2006, new California legislation mandated coordination of water quality monitoring and assessment activities
among organizations, both inside and outside California government, and delivery of the resulting data and
information to decision makers and the public via the internet. The Monitoring Council was formed in 2007 by a
cooperative agreement between the California Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural
Resources Agency for this purpose. In 2009, the Monitoring Council released its first two internet portals, Is it
Safe to Swim in Our Waters? and Is it Safe to Eat Fish and Shellfish from Our Waters? Beginning in 2010,
portals were added detailing the extent and condition of California’s aquatic ecosystems.
The Monitoring Council brings together water quality and ecosystem health information from a variety of
organizations with special expertise in harmful algal bloom monitoring and assessment, coordinated through
the California Cyanobacteria and Harmful Algal Bloom (CCHAB) Network. State, federal, regional, and tribal
agencies and non-governmental organizations have pitched in to answer your water quality questions. A key
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player in coordinating monitoring, response, and reporting has been the Water Boards’
Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP).
How Do I Get More Information?
More information about the Monitoring Council and its expert stakeholder work groups
is on the web at http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/.
More information on the California Cyanobacteria and Harmful Algal Bloom (CCHAB) Network
is at http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/cyanohab_network/ .
Subscribe online to receive email updates regarding activities of the CCHAB Network under the General
Interests tab at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml.
SWAMP information is online at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/.
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